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In 1996, I w

alked the pilgrim
age to C

om
postela across F

rance and S
pain. D

uring these m
onths,

I conceived of a series of w
orks, called "P

ilgrim
age S

ongs" that could m
usically enact the slow

 
transform

ations of the individual that experience creates.

B
ertrandon de la B

roquirère w
as a m

inor noble from
 S

outhern F
rance. Little is know

n of his life, 
though from

 his narrative w
e learn that he held the m

inor post of "first carving squire" at the 
B

urgundian court of P
hilip the G

ood. In F
ebruary of 1432, B

ertrandon left G
hent for a pilgrim

age to 
the H

oly Land, returning in m
id-1433. Like m

any others, before and since, B
ertrandon w

as not 
traveling solely for devotion; he w

as also clandestinely assessing the possibility of P
hilip's launching 

a new
 crusade.

B
ertrandon's sea journey to Jaffa w

as relatively uneventful. O
n his return journey overland through 

m
odern-day S

yria and Turkey, B
ertrandron w

as confronted w
ith m

any troubles: at the gates of 
D

am
ascus he w

as pulled from
 a fight over his felt hat ("not the usual costum

e in those parts"); in 
H

om
s, another group threatened to kill him

; in the m
ountains near Tarsus he took ill. In all of these 

instances, a M
am

eluke sultan nam
ed M

ahom
et, w

ho seeing that B
ertrandon w

as alone and could not 
speak the language, accom

panied and cared for him
. D

uring their tim
e together, B

ertrandon learned 
the w

ays of his guide: he sat cross-legged, slept on the ground, drank w
ater w

ithout w
ine, and rode 

his horse w
ithout stirrups. A

t their parting B
ertrandon w

as m
oved, and w

rote: 

"I am
 w

riting this so that people w
ill rem
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ber that a m

an not of our faith did m
any good things for 

m
e …

  and he bade m
e to be very careful, from

 now
 on, of the S

aracens w
hose com

pany I kept, 
w

arning m
e that they can be as bad as the E

uropeans."

A
m

ong w
riters of the tim

e, B
ertrandon's favorable portrayal of M

uslim
s w

as anom
alous.

T
his com

position is dedicated to the m
em

ory of Jonathan K
ram

er
.
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